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" THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1.

2.

There uﬁw:-l%ﬂ? a -great fesling of dissatisfaction and uprest in Haiti,
with Magloire's Government held entirely rasponsible by the pecple. Unless
dristic reforms are quickly instituted, there is every indication that &
sevolution will occur within the next six months, or within a year at the
outside. 1ne general fasling among Eaitisns is that Magloire's Government
is doizg nothing “c advence the pecple's econcaf, nor is it cogaizant of or
interested in thaetr problems. The government is rife with graft: in faot,
the entire regims has broken dowa into commnial rule, with regionsl lesders
dictating to their responsible areas as they see £it, and buying Javors
from the goverpment to suit thelr individual purposes,

For exemple, naticn-wide land reforms are inditiated by 'the government, but
are then ignored in most of the dlstricts by the individual leaders who

- rsfuee, for personal reasons, to cbserve the law, end vho then gain reloase

f=om having to do so through graft. As a result, agricultuyal advancement
is gadly reterded; natives werk hard and raise their crops and are paid
sccordingly oniy six months out of the year, and live on credit the balance
of the titwe. No new crops are introduced as they couwld well be, and the
countyy's econc.y conbimues to suffer.

h'o

If the government requires additicnal money, it boks immedlately to the
merchant and the businessman, This is accomplished by the government's
public accountants who demand to see the businesswan's books at any time
during the year; any error found in bookkeeping is fined from three to ten
times the amount of the error. Another method of cbtaining funds from the
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businessman is tc ask for donations to a civil or cormunal cause;
if the donation is refused, the man is Tined twice the original
‘request on some trumped-up charge. Heedless to say, the money SO
received never goes to the intend.d cause, but is dissipated among
mony hands, and disappesrs. The Chamber of Commerce is mowerless
to represent the businessman in such unfair prectices, for it is
completely dominated by the government.

S.  Recent funds were allocated %o al to rebuild 25X1
Eaiti's sadly neglected roads. Agein, the people feel tnet these 10
or 12 million dollars will be so badly hendled, through graft, that
the intended reconshtruction program will result in possibly 10 per
cent of the total estimated work.

6. The only person in Government championing the people's cause in Haiti
todey, ‘ \ is Daniel Fignole, & Deputy. from Port-au- 25%1
Prince, who is fully aware of the needs for national. reforms and a
pettermeut of national economys He is extremely popular among the
people of Port-au-Prince, but il is said tnat he mignt be equally
critical of mnovher povernment 4# it did not see things his wvay.’
Although elections are supposedly free, nobody realiy reels that they
are conducted in a fair manner. As & result, the better educated
peopie, the merchants and businessmen of Haiti, do not even bother to
vote in elections, since they feel the military controi the end
repults. Thkis is enother indication of revolution as the oaly remedy
o refori. . _ i

\ /7. Comunism has been virtually wiped out of Haiti today, and iv is
' estimnted that there are no more than five hundred party members in
the country, In addition to strong govermment controls, the people
/ ’ have become disillusioned with passt Ccmmunist leaders, who have pro-
‘ mised them the moon, and after beipy supported, bave absconded with
/ the funds. The naticnalistic movement in Iran, however, has been
< . followed with gzvat interest; the feeling among the people is that
e ‘eny coming revolution would go hand in hand with the exiling of all
'/ . foreign influence, short of US ansistance. -

8. In that respect,. the thinking people of Haiti gererally feel that it
vould be a great mistake for the US Government to give financial aid

to the Haitian Government, without personally administering to its

. distribution,

25X1
v
] i In fact, the
average Haitian would welcome the return of US occupation forces as it
fon_ner],y existed. .
9. Finally, there is a desperate need for a better educational system in

Haiti today. Only those who can afford it, recéive a formal educetion,
and 70 per cent of the children go completely umeducated. In Cap Haitien,
the second largest. city, there is only one private schools Rural scheols
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are-only open when weather permits; transportatiod is usually ifpos~
sible, the schools themselves are falling epart, end only open subject
to the whims of the teachers, who continue to draw pay regardlesg of ;
their presence. This lack of educational facilities, together with i
the burden of taxation, has talten the desire for sdvancement dut’ef :
the hearts of the young Haitians, Even those who:can-afford.it,: |
graduate only to earn jobs that will supply them with sufficlent ‘
funds for amusement end entertalrment. Doctors' sons no longer

. follow their fathers' professions, nor do lenrvers® sons ox other
profeesional pecpls.

- end ~ : .
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